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Committee Members and other Group Contacts  

President – Helen Schofield Vice Presidents – Judith Pepler & Geoff Thompson  

Group Chairman 
Dave Gosling 
23 Rockliffe Avenue, 
Bathwick, Bath.  BA2 6QP 

 07531 198105 
chairman@badam.org 

 

Vice Chairman 
Don Escott  
18 Cheviot Close 
Trowbridge.  BA14 7QT 

 07989 177998 (mobile)
 

Group Secretary 
Ray Robbetts 
25 Somerleaze Close, 
Wells.  BA5 1UD 

 01749 673779  
secretary@badam.org 

 

Group Treasurer 
Clare Hogg 
4 Great Ostry, Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset.  BA4 5TT 

 01749 343059 
accounts@badam.org 

 

Chief Observer 
Clive Merchant 
The Three Jays, Kilcott Road 
Hillesley, Gloucestershire. GL12 7RJ 

 01453 845490 (home) 
 07702 822860 (mobile) 
observers@badam.org

 

Associates 
Co-ordinator 

David Sibley 
38 Midford Lane, Limpley Stoke, 
Bath.  BA2 7GS 

 01225 722757 
[answer-phone may operate] 
associates@badam.org 

 

Newsletter Editor Vacancy  

Membership 
Secretary 

Alison Long  
104 Marsden Road, 
Bath.  BA2 2LQ 

 01225 314201
 

Minutes 
Secretary 

Sue Phillips 
21 Spruce Way, 
Bath.  BA2 2DY 

 01225 849058 
minutes@badam.org 

 

Committee 
Member 

Thomas Flynn 
67 Leighton Road 
Bath.  BA1 4NG 

 01225 482670 
iam@flynnux.com 

 

Committee 
Member 

Julian Adams 
8 Coromandel Heights 
Bath.  BA1 5LB 

 07866 781823 (mobile)
 

Committee 
Member 

Eddie Ruskin 
46 Merlin Way 
Chipping Sodbury. BS37 6XR 

 01454 880208 (home) 
 07957 601677 (mobile) 
eruskin@blueyonder.co.uk

 

External e-mail enquiries about BADAM enquiries@badam.org 
[Please pass this on to 
potential new members to 
join BADAM.] 



Group Contact – Gabrielle Chambers  07092 330991 (answerphone may operate) 

Web Co-ordinator – Julian Adams, email: webupdate@badam.org  

[Raffle Tickets are available at Group indoor meetings from Thomas Flynn]  
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The AGM of the Bath & District Group of Advanced Motorists 
will be held on Tuesday 14th March 2017 at St. John’s Church 
Hall, St. John’s Road, Bathwick, Bath, BA2 6PT beginning at 
19.30. 

Nominations for the vacant positions on the Committee (see 
page 10), which must be proposed, seconded and bear the  
signature of the nominee signifying his or her consent to the 
nomination, plus items for the Agenda, need to be sent to the 
Group Secretary to reach him by Friday 3rd March at the latest.  
Note that the new committee, to serve for the year 2017-18, 
plus any approved changes to the Supplementary Items to the 
Group’s Rules of Affiliation, will not be effective until Tuesday 
21st March 2017. 
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EDITORIAL 
Welcome to our latest edition of  
Advance.  On page 10 you will see 
details of the AGM which will be held 
on Tuesday, 14th March.  You will note 
that Ray Robbetts is stepping down 
after ten years as BADAM Secretary 
so we are seeking nominations for a 
new Secretary.  We are very grateful 
to Ray for all the work he has done as 
Secretary in the last ten years – thank 
you, Ray.  The Committee is also 
keen that any member who wishes to 
support the group as a Committee 
member should be able to do so and 
so we have vacancies for additional 
Committee members.  Please consider 
if you would like to help in the running 
of the group in this way.   

You will note that there is still a vacancy 
for a Newsletter Editor and we hope 
that soon somebody will come  
forward to fill that role and allow your 
Temporary Newsletter Editors (who 
have now been temporary editors for 
three years) to retire gracefully.  Please 
consider if this is something you could 
do to help the group. 

In this edition there is a very inspiring 
report of our November meeting at 
which Eddie Ruskin told us about his 
experiences of having a stroke and his 
hard work in getting himself fit enough 
to start driving again.  This led to his 
achievements in passing his RoSPA 
gold standard followed by the IAM test 
with a F1RST and then his Masters 
with Distinction.  We congratulate him 
on how much he has done in two 
years.  

As you know we are now having a 
colour picture on the front cover of 
Advance.  These are views of places 
within the catchment area for BADAM.  
If any of you have photographs 
(landscape, please) which you think 
would make an attractive front cover 
photo, please let one of us have it in 
a digital form.  Our email addresses 
are on page 2.  There must be lots of 
scenic views out there which are not 
being represented at the moment.  We 
look forward to your contributions. 

Clare Hogg 
Sue Phillips 

The next edition of Advance will be published in May 2017.  
Please submit motoring-related articles and / or digital photographs 
to the Temporary Editors (who reserve the right to edit them) by 
Friday 31st March at the latest.  Names of authors and their 
home addresses should be disclosed to the Temporary Editors 
who will withhold them from publication on request. 
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At our October meeting Dave 
Gosling, Chairman, began by talking 
about RoadSmart and the extra  
involvement all Members can have 
with their driving.  BADAM is offering 
Members the opportunity to retest 
their driving skills – an Observer 
would accompany a Member for 
about half an hour – there is no test 
or certificate, just peace of mind.  
[Clive Merchant introduced this idea, 
called MAT (Modular Additional 
Training) in his Chief Observer’s 
Notepad in the last issue of Advance, 
165, which can be seen on the website 
if you don’t have a copy.] 
Andy Poulton, Examiner, gave a few 
thoughts, in his own inimitable way, 
on a variety of subjects: Observers 
reported that Associates were having 
problems with blind brows and blind 
bends and also joining motorways;  
clean cars are essential – both outside 
and inside and deportment at the 
wheel is important;  driverless cars 
need more research after one failed 
to spot a white van;  a report says 
that drivers in Bristol are the worst in 
the country;  misfuelling is costing 
£390,000 per annum on Police cars 
alone. 
Dave then introduced Chief Inspector 
Yannis Georgiou, Tri Force Special 
Operations Department (including fire-
arms, dog handlers and road traffic).   
Yannis’s talk concerned the Police 
Response to a fatal road traffic colli-
sion and he began by giving a health 
warning of graphic pictures.   
The first slide gave figures of Driving 
Fatalities in 2015 and 2016.  It 

showed that, in Gloucestershire, 
deaths had decreased from 20 to 18, 
in Wiltshire, deaths decreased from 
25 to 17,  and in Avon and Somerset, 
deaths had decreased from 43 to 32.  
Causes of collisions were speed, 
distraction (from phones etc.), and 
drink/drugs.  Each tragic circumstance 
is unique. 
A slide illustrated the police response:  
initial call, followed by dispatch/
deploy, leading to assets assigned, 
including interoperability with other 
Blue Light services, and a specialist 
collision investigation. 
A video from a dashboard camera 
was played showing a car exiting a 
side road and pushing a lady on a 
mobility scooter across the road and 
into a building, also causing struc-
tural damage. 
Yannis asked for audience participa-
tion as he asked questions and  
explained how this incident would be 
handled from the initial call: 
1) the call taker needs to ascertain 
where the incident occurred;  the 
nature of the incident;  any injuries;  
who the  caller is and whether they 
are involved or a witness; and finally 
the call taker needs to give reassur-
ance to the caller. 
2) response to the call – who to send 
– are any local police/PCSOs on the 
scene or in the vicinity;  which other 
services are required; should TriForce 
be involved? 
3) initial actions of the first officer on 
the scene (a mnemonic, ACECARD): 

GROUP NEWS 
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Approach 
Caution signs 
Examine the scene 
Casualties 
Ambulance/Fire 
Remove obstructions 
Detailed Investigation 
These three steps highlight the duty 
of care to the injured, to the driver 
and the duty to investigate. 
The examination of the scene gives 
rise to another mnemonic: 
Major Incident declared 
Exact location 
Type of incident 
Hazards present or suspected 
Access, routes that are safe to use 
Number, type, severity of casualties 
Emergency services present and 
required. 
Yannis explained the ‘Assets’ avail-
able, the specialist police personnel 
who may be called on: Accredited 
Traffic Patrol Officers; Scene  
Manager (the first level of command);  
Roads Policing Senior Investigation 
Officer; Collision Investigator; Vehicle 
Examiner; Family Liaison Officer (a 
bridge between the casualty’s family 
and the investigation);  HAZCHEM 
Officer;  Command Officer in overall 
command of all services.  He ex-
plained, with use of a slide, the Joint 
Emergency Services Interoperability 
Principles (JESIP) 
After a break for refreshments Yannis 
referred to a recent Jeremy Vine radio 
programme during which he asked if 
the Police keep roads closed for too 
long – Yannis remarked that more 
people phone in to the Police to 
complain about roads being closed 

than about any other matter.  He 
asked the audience for their views. 
Perhaps because the audience was 
composed of Advanced Drivers, views 
offered were positive and under-
standing of closures, grateful that 
care of casualties and investigations 
were sensitive and thorough. 
Yannis talked about the impact of 
traffic diversions when roads are 
closed, and the risk of more accidents 
on minor roads through villages as 
well as the impact on communities.  
He explained that Highways England 
are now responsible for managing 
the road network and have predeter-
mined, pre-planned diversion routes.   
He said that the outcome of the inci-
dent we had seen in the video was a 
prosecution for death by dangerous 
driving. 

Dave Gosling thanked Yannis for his 
interesting presentation and pre-
sented him with a token of apprecia-
tion. 
Dave Gosling opened the November 
meeting by introducing Eddie Ruskin, 
who would be talking about his 
achievements over the last two 
years.   
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Before Eddie’s talk Clive Merchant 
made a “can you help” plea for people 
to volunteer at events where the  
gazebo would be used.  He also 
gave information about additional 
training.  This will be offered by Clive, 
Alistair Andrews and Ray Robbetts 
on a modular basis.  He encouraged 
Associates to indicate any area they 
would like help with.  There is no 
charge made and no test, but it is a 
way of keeping one’s driving up to 
scratch and encourage greater confi-
dence.  He added that polo shirts 
with the new IAMRoadSmart logo 
would be available from January. 
Eddie Ruskin then gave his presen-
tation.  He began by asking for a 
show of hands of people who knew 
someone who had had a stroke 
(large number!), then if those stroke 
victims were still driving (a smaller 
number!) or had had retraining (very 
small number!). He said that nowadays 
stroke victims have to attend the 
driving centre at Fishponds for  
retraining. 
Eddie showed statistics revealing 
that there is a 50% chance of driving 
after a stroke and a 3% chance of 
driving after a brain haemorrhage.  
150,000 people a year have a stroke, 
one every three and a half minutes.  It 
can happen to people of all ages, it’s 
not an old person’s disease. There 
are two types of stroke: ischemic – 
where a blood clot stops the flow of 
blood; and haemorraghic – where a 
weakened blood vessel bursts.    
Recovery can be a long process. 
Eddie introduced the Stroke Associa-
tion mnemonic  F A S T for identifying 

a person suspected of having a stroke: 
F  look at the face, it could be droop-
ing on one side; 
A  ask the person to raise their arms 
– they could experience difficulty 
doing this; 
S  speech is likely to be slurred or 
incoherent; 
T  time is of the essence – call 999 
immediately and get help as soon as 
possible. 
The St. John’s Ambulance association 
offers a phone app to guide you 
through someone having a stroke.  It 
is important not to offer food or drink 
as the victim cannot swallow. 
Causes of strokes are difficult to  
pinpoint, and often stress related, but 
in retrospect Eddie feels his stroke 
was caused by driving too fast round 
a bend on a race track which delami-
nated his carotid arteries. 
He gave a Health and Safety warning:  
DO NOT DRIVE IF YOU THINK YOU 
MIGHT BE HAVING A STROKE in 
spite of his experience! 
Eddie then gave an amusing, yet 
terrifying account of his experience 
of having a stroke, from headaches 
in preceding days, to feeling ill at 
work, yet being determined to get 
home and driving himself as no one 
was around.  Arriving at home, he 
was swiftly transferred to A&E. 
On arrival at hospital, (in November 
2014) he was wrongly diagnosed as 
suffering from migraine and thus not 
given vital drugs within the four hour 
time limit.  In fact it was discovered 
that he had had two strokes simulta-
neously and subsequently a brain 
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haemorrhage. 
In January 2015 he was discharged 
from hospital and in August managed 
to walk on the beach whilst on holiday.   
His left arm still has no movement 
and his left leg remains weak.  He 
spoke of his suicidal thoughts,  
depression and his wish to amputate 
his useless arm whilst recovering.  
He said that confidence and stamina 
are the most difficult skills to recover.  
He said that, worryingly, only 19% of 
victims retain cognitive skills.  
Most victims leave hospital after twelve 
weeks, with six weeks follow up help 
and therapy, then help provided by 
the local council (which is often non-
existent). 
Recovery can take many years – for 
three to four years physiotherapy is 
required to return movement to arms 
and legs. 
Eddie decided to return to the gym 
and initially worked out for 15 hours 
a week.  He still attends for between 
four and eight hours a week. 
Eddie was desperate to drive again 
as there is a serious reduction in 
freedom and independent living for 
non-drivers.  Figures suggest there 
is a 50% chance of stroke victims 
being able to drive.  In fact, he found 
out later that 60-70% of victims are 
not able to drive again and there is 
only a 3% chance of victims of brain 
haemorrhage being able to get behind 
the wheel again. 
He went to the driving centre for  
assessment.  Tests involve testing 
cognitive skills, eyesight, reaction 
times, ability to manoeuvre, including 

parking and reversing, ability to follow 
instructions, emergency stops, ability 
to follow road signs and an evaluation 
of overall performance. 
He was taken to a Nissan Micra, 
shown how to use the one handed 
steering wheel with a computer pad 
for certain controls – and passed.  
He said he is unable to describe the 
relief of passing – and only five 
months after his stroke! 
He was asked if he was an Advanced 
Driver – this planted a seed for 
change. 
Eddie was already involved with  
RoSPA and the Under 17 Car Club 
so he decided to take the RoSPA 
test.  He was trained by Monica, 
tested by Nick and passed the gold 
standard – thanks to both of them. 
Sean Cronin, RoSPA’s chief Observer, 
challenged him to do the IAM  
Advanced Driver’s course, and he 
was introduced to Alistair Andrews, 
his Observer.  In January 2016, he 
passed with a F1RST – and believes 
he is the only one-handed driver to 
do so.  Alistair didn’t let him stop 
there and in June he passed the 
Masters with Distinction (hearty 
audience applause!) 
Eddie is already a RoSPA local  
Observer and is now training to  
become a Local, then National IAM 
Observer. 
He considers himself the luckiest of 
men being able to both drive and 
work. 
The Future – on the longest day, 
21st June 2017, Eddie and a very 
brave friend are driving from Lands 
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End to John O’Groats to raise funds 
and awareness for The Stroke Asso-
ciation.  The distance is 837 miles, with 
a drive time of 14 hours 19 minutes, 
plus breaks. 
Dual controls are being put into the 
car and they are doing considerable 
training together to cover a variety of 
eventualities.  The Stroke Association 
have asked for the journey to be 
videoed to encourage others.  Moneys 
raised will be used for research as at 
present only £20 is available per stroke 
victim as opposed to £260 per cancer 
patient. 

Dave thanked Eddie for his enthusi-
astic and inspiring talk and wished 
him luck. 
After the break, Clive Merchant’s talk 
to Associates concerned steering 
methods and gear changes.  He said 
that the idea of fixed steering had 
arisen – but we at BADAM DO NOT 
TEACH IT! 
Car control depends on good steering 
and gear change.  He showed a slide 
taken from the Associates Handbook 
which demonstrates the correct hand 
position on the wheel and explained 
pull-push steering.   

He explained that a fixed grip is  
permissible for small movements, for 
example when changing lanes on 
the motorway  (giving one flash of 
the indicator for every 10mph of 
speed and cancelling the indicator 
when in the middle of the desired 
lane) because there is only a small 
deviation, and arms must never 
cross. 
He showed clips from a Chris Gilbert 
video.  The first demonstrated the 
correct position of hands on the 
steering wheel away from the airbag 
and pull-push steering.  The second 
showed air bag deployment and the 
importance of correct hand position 
to avoid injury to hands, thumbs and 
arms. 
Clive said that if you see you can’t 
avoid a collision, do not brace, but let 
go of the wheel and throw your arms 
out wide. 
Clive then went on to gear changing 
with a video clip demonstrating  
selecting the correct gear for every 
occasion, smooth gear changes and 
matching the engine revs.  Clive  
emphasised not overlapping brakes 
and gears, nor overlapping steering 
and gear change – no gearing when 
steering! 
The video clip also demonstrated the 
correct hand position on the gear lever 
when changing gear – the reverse 
hand position for gears 1 and 2 when 
moving the lever against the spring. 
The clip had shown “straight lining” 
at roundabouts and Clive answered 
a question about this during the  
discussion. 
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Dave Gosling opened the December 
meeting and welcomed everyone to 
the Christmas Quiz.  He explained 
that the quiz, organised by Clive 
Merchant, would be a game of two 
halves, with refreshments being 
taken at half time. He pointed to the 
wonderful spread of food and thanked 
all present for their contributions. 
Six teams of four or five members were 
formed.   Clive had put a great deal 
of effort into the visual presentation 
of the quiz on the computer and the 
questions appeared clearly on the wall 
screen. There was a lot of competitive 
but friendly banter as the papers 
were marked and scores called out 
and recorded. 
Refreshments were taken at half time 
and everyone enjoyed a veritable 
feast, with a variety of delicious 
dishes, many home made. During 
the interval, Clive had provided a 
mini quiz with the answers being the 
names of biscuit bars.  This proved 
to be great fun.  The raffle was drawn 
once everyone had eaten their fill. 
After more rounds of the quiz, the 

scorer, Tom Flynn, announced the 
results.  There was a close finish, 
with Answering Machine (comprised 
of Helen Schofield, Judith Pepler, 
Sue Poole, Ray Robbetts and Leilani 
Lea) with 40 points, being pipped at 
the post by the Back Row Fliers with 
41 points.  Our president, Helen 
Schofield, presented the winning team, 
Don Escott, Ruth Reeve, Lindsay 
Flower, Dave Moreman and  Roland 
Hindmarsh, with their prizes. 

Dave Gosling thanked Tom for being 
a scrupulous scorer, thanked Clive 
once again for devising the quiz and 
presented him with a token of our 
appreciation. 

2017 Bath & District Group  
Annual  General  Meeting.  

As announced on page 3, this will take 
place at St. John’s Church Hall, St. 
John’s Road, Bathwick, Bath, BA2 6PT 
on Tuesday 14th March 2017, begin-
ning at 19.30. 
Nominations for the vacancies on the 
Committee (Group Chairman, Group 
Secretary, Group Treasurer, Associates 
Co-ordinator, Membership Secretary, 

Newsletter Editor, Events Co-ordinator 
and Committee Members), which must 
be proposed, seconded and bear the 
signature of the nominee signifying his 
or her consent to the nomination, plus 
items for the Agenda, must be sent to 
the Group Secretary to reach him by 
Friday 3rd March at the latest.  The 
Committee has agreed that we will 
seek to encourage more members to 
join the Committee and so there are 
vacancies for additional Committee 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING—14th March 2017 
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members. 
Note that the election of the new com-
mittee, to serve for the year 2017-18, 
plus any proposed changes to the 
Supplementary Items to the Group’s 
Rules of Affiliation, will be effective 
from Tuesday 21st March 2017. 

Anyone intending to stand for election 
to the Group’s committee must be 
aware that all the committee members 
act as Trustees for the charity which is 
the Bath & District Group of Advanced 
Motorists and are thus liable to follow 
the legal requirements of HM Charity 
Commissioners. 

Under the terms of the Rules of  
Affiliation for the Bath & District Group 
of Advanced Motorists, the ‘Officers’ of 
the Group (Chairman, Secretary and 
Treasurer) serve for only one year.  
Two of the present incumbents have 
indicated their willingness to stand for 
election at the 2017 Annual General 
Meeting, if nominated, but Ray  
Robbetts is standing down as  
Secretary and so a nominee is required 
for this position: 

      Dave Gosling 
 Group Chairman 
      Nominee required 
 Group Secretary 

      Clare Hogg 
 Group Treasurer 
During 2016-17 one member was  
co-opted onto the committee and his 
appointment needs to be ratified at the 
AGM: 

      Edward Ruskin  
 Committee member 

The following members were elected in 
2014 for a term of three years and are 
therefore now required to seek re-
election for a further period of three 
years. 

     Alison Long 
 Membership Secretary 

     David Sibley 

 Associates Co-ordinator 
The following member was elected in 
2015 for a term of three years and is 
not required to seek re-election until 
the 2018 AGM; he is therefore entitled 
to remain in office for the year 2017-
18: 

      Thomas Flynn 
 Committee member 
The following four members were 
elected in 2016 for a term of three 
years and are not required to seek re-
election until the 2019 AGM; they are 
therefore entitled to remain in office for 
the year 2017-18 

      Don Escott 
 Vice Chairman 
      Clive Merchant 
 Chief Observer 
      Sue Phillips 
 Minutes Secretary 
      Julian Adams  
 Committee member 
If any fresh vacancy arises during the 
year 2017-18, then the new committee 
will consider the co-option of a Group 
member under the Rules of Affiliation, 
but any such appointment will then be 
valid only until the 2018 AGM. 
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We Welcome New Associates 
 Eric Johnson    [Observer: Alistair Andrews] 

 Ruth Nash    [Observer: Pat Hemmens] 

 Eric Sambell    [Observer: Lindsay Flower] 

 Thomas Summers   [Observer: Thomas Flynn] 

 Carol Troweridge   [Observer: Pat Hemmens] 

SUPERCAR SATURDAY AT CASTLE COMBE—by Eddie Ruskin 

[A group from BADAM, Don Escott, 
Clive Merchant, Alistair Andrews, Tom 
Flynn and Jayne McBride, took the 
gazebo to Castle Combe for this event 
but unfortunately attracted very little 
interest from those present.] 
I decided to get involved with Supercar 
Saturday as it is run by the Stroke 
Association.  Having suffered two 
strokes and learning how it affects 
people, I felt I should be involved as 
someone who has been luckier than 
most post-stroke. 
The idea of Supercar Saturday is to 
gather a lot of fast road, track and 
drift cars together and invite the public 
to pay a fee for a ride around the 
Castle Combe Circuit as a passenger 
and raise money for the Stroke  
Association. 
It felt great when a customer of mine 
told me that he was taking his race 
car to the event in order to give  
passenger rides.  I was also somewhat 
taken back when my client said he 
was doing this after seeing me in the 
workplace and realised that there can 

be a life after stroke. 
My instant thought was to get our 
Group involved in the hope that if we 
were in front of car enthusiasts, then 
hopefully we might gain more  
members.  Sadly I was proved to be 
wrong, but then sometimes you have 
to try to find out what works and what 
does not. 
I managed to fall in love with another 
Lamborghini again, my favourite super 
car.  However I could not go for a 
passenger ride in it because I have 
to be very careful about lateral G 
forces at high speed. 
In the end my competitive side got 
the better of me and I had to have a 
go at the Slalom that the Bristol Motor 
Club had set up.  Amazingly another 
client of mine was doing the Scruti-
neering.  With my car successfully 
through scrutineering I was in the 
line up to take turn.  That's when I 
realised that I was the only one with 
a normal little car.  Everyone else was 
in sports cars, mainly rear wheel drive 
and manual. 
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I took my turn and got the feel of the 
slalom.  Each driver got three goes at 
this Slalom and my two runs in the 
afternoon included another of our 
group as a passenger. 
I was to learn, later on, that I came 
8th overall with my colleague coming 
in 15th with his diesel-powered Land 
Rover Defender!  
I was also asked to complete a video 
promoting the show for next year 
whilst sitting inside the BMW M6 race 

car that my company advertises on.  
A great day with great cars all in the 
name of helping those that are not 
as fortunate as me, but unfortunately 
not a show that is worth returning to 
for us as an organisation.  
My consolation though came later 
when I was informed by the Stroke 
Association that I was the first and 
so far only stroke survivor to take 
part in the slalom in a show that was 
celebrating its 13th year of running. 

OCTOBER AWARD CEREMONY 

Alan Young received his 
test certificate from Yannis 
Georgiou together with a 
cheque for £100 from the 
B&NES sponsorship. 

Yannis Georgiou presented Jayne 
McBride with her test certificate in 
the presence of her Observer, 
Thomas Flynn 

Adam Nash was presented 
with his test certificate by 
Yannis Georgiou with his 
Observer, Robin Harris, 
present. 
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CHIEF OBSERVER’S NOTEPAD 
Hello everyone — happy 2017.  I hope 
you all enjoyed the Christmas break.  
Well, it's back to the training, but first 
of all I would like to thank everyone for 
the hard work put in during 2016. 
The first Observer meeting of 2017 is 
on Monday 6th February.  If there are 
any members of BADAM who are 
thinking of becoming an Observer and 
would like to come along to join in and 
see what it’s like from the Observers’ 
point of view you will be most welcome.  
Our second Observer meeting is on 
24th April. 
I would like to remind all the Observers 
that new Associates need to be progress 
checked after six runs.  This is purely as 
an indicator of how Associates are doing.  
When you feel that your Associate is 
ready for test they must be check 
tested by another Observer before 

being entered.  It is the responsibility 
of the Observer to arrange the check.  
Please let me know when your  
Associate is test ready.  
If you have any questions, problems or 
wish to offer help in any way throughout 
the year you can contact me, Andy, 
any committee member or any member 
of the training team.  Answers to many 
questions can be found by logging on 
to the BADAM or main IAM websites. 
If anyone would like top up training, 
whether Observer or group member, 
because you are confused about a 
particular subject, you can ring or 
email me to arrange a time to meet. 
Happy motoring. 
Clive Merchant. 
Chief Observer. 

IAM PRESS RELEASE 
Eco-driving 
Driving style has a huge impact on fuel 
consumption and is key to reducing your 
impact on the environment.  You can 
buy the greenest car on the market but 
if you drive it badly or use it too much, 
you simply undermine all the benefits.  
There are however some things you can 
do to save money and reduce CO2 
emissions and pollution.  Here are some 
environmental driving tips from the IAM.  
Get your car serviced regularly.  A well-
maintained car is safer and greener.  
Make sure you are using the right engine 
oil; if you have any doubts check your 
handbook.  Make sure your oil is 
checked regularly and if you need to top 

it up ensure you use the correct grade.  
Avoid unnecessary loading.  Putting 
too much weight on your vehicle can 
burn more fuel.  Take off any unused 
roof racks, roof boxes or cycle racks as 
they will also waste fuel.  
Check your tyre pressures – underin-
flated tyres waste fuel.  Check your 
handbook as some vehicles now have 
an economy option in their settings for 
tyre pressures.  
If possible, choose a parking space you 
can drive out of quickly.  Time spent 
manoeuvring out of a space with a cold 
engine wastes fuel.  Try to reverse 
park so you can drive away quicker.  
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Forthcoming BADAM Events – 2017 
NOTE NEW VENUE FOR OUR MEETINGS 

[All indoor evening events will take place at St. John’s Church Hall, St. John’s Road, 
Bathwick, Bath, BA2 6PT, commencing at 19.30, doors open at 19.00.] 

Updates on all future events will be posted on the BADAM website. 

Tuesday, 14th February.  The Associates’ Session will follow a ’Meet the  
Examiner’ evening hosted by Andy Poulton, our local Examiner. 

Tuesday, 14th March.  Group Annual General Meeting.  Details are on pages 3, 
10 and 11 of this issue.  The speaker is yet to be confirmed and will be  
announced on the website. 

Please note there will be no separate Associates’ Session on this occasion. 

Tuesday, 11th April.  The Associates’ Session will follow another visit from 
Lewes Hambrey, optometrist, of the Young Clinic in Shepton Mallet.  Lewes 
will again be considering some case studies of vision problems affecting 
driving. 

Tuesday, 9th May.  The Associates’ Session will follow a talk by Sarah 
Couchman of The Life Project, Bath, which helps children and adults with 
learning difficulties.  Sarah will be appealing for volunteer drivers to assist 
the Project. 

Tuesday, 13th June.  The Associates’ Session will follow a return visit by 
David Douch who will speak on new technology appearing in cars looking 
forward to 2020.  This should prove to be a very interesting topic. 

Tuesday, 11th July.  The Associates’ Session will follow an ‘In House’ 
meeting.  The exact form it will take is still to be decided and further details 
will be in the next issue of Advance, 167, and on the website. 

Tuesday, 8th August.  There will be no indoor meeting.  If an outdoor meet-
ing is organised, details will be in the next issue of Advance, 167, and on the 
website. 

Tuesday, 12th September.  The Associates’ Session will follow a talk by 
BADAM member, Susan Date, entitled ‘Driving Dramas’.  Susan is a regular 
contributor to Advance and we look forward to her talk. 

It is a requirement of their training programme that, whenever an 
‘Associates’ Session’ is scheduled (see above), all our Associates, 
together with their Observers, should attend each of these essential 
and informative sessions. 
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PLEASE NOTE 

The views expressed in this Newsletter are those of the authors and are not  
necessarily shared by the Committee of the Bath & District Group of Advanced 
Motorists, nor by the Institute of Advanced Motorists. 

Due acknowledgement is made whenever material is taken from other sources. 

BADAM keeps names and addresses of members on computer to assist in Group 
administration.  This information will not be passed outside the IAM. 

BADAM may from time to time publish photographs taken at group events in  
Advance and on the website or display them at publicity events. 

If you have any concerns or wish to opt out of having your photograph taken or  
published by BADAM, please write to the Secretary (details on page 2) and request 
an acknowledgement in writing. 

 Printed by Stationery Plus, Unit 1, Curtis Centre, Kingdom Avenue, 
Northacre Industrial Park, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 4EW. 


