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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The AGM of the Bath & District Group of Advanced Motorists 

will be held on Tuesday 13th March 2018 at St. John’s Church 

Hall, St. John’s Road, Bathwick, Bath, BA2 6PT beginning at 

19.30. 

 

plus any approved changes to the Supplementary Items to the 

Group’s Rules of Affiliation, will not be effective until Tuesday 

20th March 2018. 
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EDITORIAL 

will see details of the AGM which will 
be held on Tuesday, 13th March.  You 
will note that Dave Gosling is retiring 

years in their respective roles so we 

them both for all the work they have 

thank you Dave and Alison.   

 
vacancies for a Chief Observer and a 
Newsletter Editor.  If helping in either 
of these roles is something which you 
think you could do to help the group, 

 
committee. 

written by Thomas Flynn advertising 
a Follow-on training course, available 
for any member to join, to encourage 

their Advanced test.  Please read this 

article carefully and see if you think 

course.  The first session will be held 
on Monday, 14th May. 

On page 14 there is an advertisement 
from Mendip Community Transport 
appealing for volunteer drivers to help 
the community by driving patients to 
hospital appointments.  This is a very 
worthwhile way to help people and 
one advantage is that you can accept 
or refuse requests for help depending 
on your availability at the time.  It is 

Sedgemoor areas (or very close) but 

then you could apply to them. 

 
Advance but received no response so 

somebody out there takes photos!   

Clare Hogg 

Sue Phillips 

to the Temporary Editors (who reserve the right to edit them) by 

who will withhold them from publication on request. 
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Our October meeting was chaired 

the speaker, Dr Sidney Alford, OBE, 
who is a world-renowned explosives 

was speaking about ‘blowing up cars 
and other dangerous containers’. He 

equipment with him which he used 
throughout his talk to illustrate what 

some dramatic pictures to show us.  
His talk was fascinating and, in spite 
of being a subject which one might 
not expect to lead to humour, was 
very entertaining. 

during the Second World War when 

bombs which had been dropped over 

interest in explosives and during the 

could be.  He worked in his kitchen 
and, when banished from the kitchen 

better methods, by adding water to 
the existing charges used, which he 
then tested in his garden. Eventually 

 
develop his invention on MOD land 
as his garden was not regarded as a 
very safe place to test explosives.   

He showed us some of the different 
charges used in bomb disposal and 
how he had improved them by filling 
their cones with water.  His pictures 
of the difference between the original 
charges and those he had invented 

much more effective they were, not 
only in enhancing their effect but in 

and afterwards the leaves were still 
on the tree.  The devices could open 

making the whole process of bomb 
disposal much safer.  

the structure they were not allowed 
within 50 metres of the building and 

to put the explosives in place.  They 

safely.   

He invented several different bomb 
disposal devices which were used in 

GROUP NEWS 
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were the The Exit, the Van Trepan, 
the Boot Banger, and the Modular 

among others.  Pictures of the Boot 

boots of cars which were suspected 

unable to get out) and he survived. 

remote control on the outside of the 

of being booby trapped.  The device 

was activated and it caused crazing 

of the window so that a probe with a 

camera  could be inserted, making it 
booby 

traps in the car. 

The MLVD was a version of the Boot 

and then several modules could be 

pictures of lorries in America having 

 

actually have attached to them in the 

frame. 

him with a token of our appreciation. 

Rules for Braking.  Brake firmly only 

when travelling in a straight line and 

 

be necessary to brake on a bend if 
descending a steep winding hill. 

He then showed some clips from one 

braking on the approach to hazards, 
and also a very clear explanation of 
how to use Limit Point Analysis when 
approaching a bend. 

November meeting and introduced 
the speaker, Ken Fryer of WABAM. 

BAM (Bath Advanced Motorists) in 

split into two parts, one for motorists 
(BADAM) and one for riders.  He 

and is currently a National Observer 

 

for 12 years, but Ken said that the 
number of motorcycles on the roads 
has been decreasing for some 20 

roughly two million car tests each 
year and only about 200,000 motor-
cycle tests.  Automated vehicles will 
make another enormous change as 
motorbikes will not be allowed on the 
roads alongside automated vehicles. 

changes to motorcycle training.  He 

Training course that riders undertake 
and introduced the Kickstart 
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divided into five parts: 

1.  Introduction and the importance 
of suitable equipment and clothing; 

machine checks; 

under control, braking, right and left 
hand turns; 

speeds, correct positioning and rear 
observation, road surfaces, weather 
conditions, hazard perception etc.; 

least two hours, meeting a variety of 
traffic situations and demonstrate an 

and safely. 

After completing this training, riders 
are entitled to ride a machine of up 
to 125cc for two years (up to 50cc for 

Ken remarked that he had made no 
mention of the Highway Code but he 

Highway Code theory test before 
taking any further training. 

varies according to age and machine 
size. Riders are not able to progress 

of 595cc cannot be completed until 
the rider is over 24 years old. 

 
Highway Code (always check blind 

spots before moving off), remarking 

illustrated this rule with pictures of an 

was written off, he suffered a broken 
collar bone from which he took two 
years to recover, and attended a ride 
course, the preferred option of the 
Metropolitan Police, run by the AA. 

of Blood Bike charities and delivers a 

Gloucestershire area. 

talk and presented him with a token 
of appreciation. 

Chairman Dave Gosling presented 
Haris Ali with his certificate. 

 
Andrews to give the Associates talk. 

amber, green, amber, red.  When the 
light is red, drivers must not cross 
the white line.  When red/amber is 
showing, drivers must not cross the 

ready if they want).  When the green 

– drivers must be able to escape.  If 
a car is hit in the square, even if his 
light is showing green, he is partially 
to blame and could be awarded 6-8 
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caution.  When approaching a “stale” 
green light, slow down!  The amber 
light displays for 2.7 seconds before 

seconds is thinking time, 2 seconds 
is stopping time.  Ideally, advanced 
drivers don’t want to stop, but invite 

car space before the car in front. 

opened by Don Escott, our Vice 
 

teams of five and then introduced 
Ray Robbetts, Quiz Master. 

 
subjects.  Jokers could be played for 
any round but he had to be informed 
before the start of each round. 

as the answers were scrutinised and 
results displayed. 

During the interval everyone enjoyed 

evening got underway. 

teams tying for third place.  After a 

places were decided.  In first place 

second were the Gyrators and third 

were Brainless. 

safe driving. 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING—13th March 2018 

March 2018, beginning at 19.30. 

The Whizkids team: Roger Backway, 

David Chambers and Jenny Chambers 

with Ray Robbetts. 
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Chief Observer, Membership Secre-
tary, 
members), which must be proposed, 
seconded and bear the signature of 

for the Agenda, must be sent to 

 

to the 
Group’s 

from Tuesday 20th March 
2018. 

act as Trustees for the charity which 

liable to follow the legal requirements 
of HM Charity Commissioners. 

Secretary and 
Two of the present 

the 2018 Annual General 

nominee is required for this position: 

      Nominee required 

 Group Chairman 

      Lindsay Flower 

 Group Secretary 

      Clare Hogg 

 Group Treasurer 

 
intention of retiring from the post of 
Membership Secretary at the AGM 
and so a nomination is required for 
this position. 

      Nominee required 

 Membership Secretary 

appointment needs to be ratified 
at the AGM: 

      Jayne McBride 

 Committee member 

The following member was elected in 
2015 for a term of three years and is 

years. 

     Thomas Flynn 

 Committee Member 

years and are not required to seek  
re-election until the 2019 AGM; they 

office for the year 2018-19 

      Don Escott 

 Vice Chairman 

      Sue Phillips 

 Minutes Secretary 

      Julian Adams  

 Web Co-ordinator 

      Clive Merchant 

  Committee Member 

The following five members were 
elected in 2017 for a term of three 
years and are not required to seek  
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We Welcome New Associates 

 Andrew Dunn    [Observer: Eddie Ruskin ] 

 Jon Reeves    [Observer: Alistair Andrews] 

 Rosemary Tandy   [Observer: Lindsay Flower] 

 Oliver Tatar    [Observer: Val Czerny] 

 Penny Walker    [Observer: Peter Huntington] 

 Geoffrey Wilson   [Observer: Ray Robbetts] 

re-election until the 2020 AGM; they 

office for the year 2018-19. 

     David Sibley 

 Associates Co-ordinator 

      Eddie Ruskin 

  Events Organiser 

 Roland Hindmarsh 

  Committee Member 

  

 Peter Huntington 

  Committee Member 

 David Moreman 

  Committee Member 

 
committee will consider the co-option 

Affiliation, but any such appointment 
will then be valid only until the 2019 
AGM. 

We Also Congratulate 

IAM Test Pass 
 Ruth Faber   observed by Robin Harris 

 Suzanne Logan*  observed by Roland Hindmarsh 

 Jon Reeves    observed by Alistair Andrews 

 Rob Reeves*   observed by David Moreman 

 Oliver Tatar*   observed by Val Czerny 

[*F1RST pass] 

IMI National Observer 

Lindsay Flower 

IAM RoadSmart Fellow 
Clive Merchant 
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FOLLOW-ON TRAINING by Thomas Flynn 

Advanced test and who had shown an 
interest in observing.  None of them 

 
persuaded to come along and to find 
out more.   

Associate goes beyond knowing how 
 

doing the follow-on training you might 

know until you try? 

We’ve changed the message we’re 
giving Associates slightly with the aim 

doesn’t mean that we want everyone 
to go on to become an Observer — 

some people, these skills don’t have a 

The follow-on training is designed to 
help you strengthen and consolidate 
your hard-won skills.  Additionally, you 
can think of it as a bridge between the 
Advanced course and the Masters or 
Observer courses.  It can be what you 

want it to be. 

Ian so my strategy was to get people 
as good as I could by myself and then 

back with a list of what I hadn’t taught 

as an Observer. 

The first follow-on course was run by 
Alistair Andrews (our Group Mentor) 

 
follow-on course.   

When you took your Advanced test 
you were able to find a timetable with 
your Observer which fitted into both 
your lives.  We’re never going to ask 
more of you than that.   

You might be someone hell-bent on 
becoming a Master, or you might just 
want to keep going so that your skills 

 
opportunity to further your skills.  You 
can reserve your place by emailing 
me at committee1@badam.org and I 

would like to understand the process.  
All we can ask of you is to come along 
to find out more. 

Our next course will begin with Theory 

Bathwick, BA2 6PT on Monday 14th 

There is no charge and tea/coffee/
biscuits are free. 

mailto:committee1@badam.org
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NOVEMBER AWARD CEREMONY 

Haris Ali was presented with 

his test certificate by Chairman, 

Dave Gosling, in the presence 

 

Hindmarsh at the November 

meeting. 

over the course of his lifetime.] 

Punctures were a normal hazard as 

inflated inside the outer tube that had 
the tread that was in contact with the 

scale. In a similar manner, the car’s 
 

manufacturer included a pump with 
which to blow up your tyres together 

 
improvement although they did not 
entirely eliminate punctures.  

constable aware of your intentions. It 

were required to have passed a test 
of this knowledge.  

It was a clever chap who invented 
the dipping rear view mirror. It was 
such a simple idea to tilt the mirror so 
that the beams of a following car did 

 
remember fitted in one car. A roller 
blind was fitted over the rear window 
and it was raised or lowered by a 
cord leading to a position, through 
the roof lining, by the driver’s head.  

and unhooked to release the blind.  

Dipping lights to avoid dazzling the 
drivers’ of on-coming vehicles was a 

with an electro-magnet that moved 
the reflector when the driver pressed 
a switch, usually a foot operated one 
located near the clutch pedal. I think 
both were directed down and to the 
nearside. Now, of course, there are 
two pairs of lights, one for main beam 

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A LIFETIME MAKES  
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and one for dipped.  

Running out of fuel is really inexcusa-
ble but it frequently happens. Now 
there are warning lights and signals 

throughout most of the country. A 
useful device I came across in a pre-
war Rover was a duplicate pipe from 
the petrol tank, one about one and a 
half gallons from the bottom and the 
other at the bottom. When the driver 
ran out of fuel using the top feed, he 

his seat, pressed a plunger and had 
another one and a half gallons to get 
him to a garage.  

Frequently cars carried a reserve can 
of petrol fitted to the running board. 

 
running boards, the purpose of which 

out of the cars, which were generally 
rather higher off the road. I think their 

 
gangsters was coincidental.  

For those who require entertainment, 
 

information, there was the radio. Of 
course, with the earliest cars, there 
were no radios because broadcasting 

then, it was not widespread. Over the 
years in-car entertainment systems 
have become more sophisticated and 

dashboard to the small built in sets 
that produce ear-shattering levels of 
sound through multiple speakers that 
broadcast to the world whether the 
world wants to hear it or not. It can 

weather, etc. as well as the entertain-
ment of your choice.  

Allied to this, of course must be the 

were introduced they consisted of a 

was carried for one-upmanship or for 

actual need of communication. They 

smart phones of today that has made 

Despite the laws and penalties there 
are many people who just cannot get 

by without talking on the phone. Safe 

it stands to reason that if part of the 
brain is concerned with a telephone 

on the driving. There are some who 

would say that the same applies to  
 

present, is not illegal and has some 

benefit.  

and most will have experienced the 
consequences of blindly following the 
urbane speaker’s instruction when he 
has spoken earlier than you expected 
and you have gone down the wrong 

telling you in accusative tones, that 
she was ‘re-calculating’. Back in the 
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ingenious system for their members’ 

library of strips of paper down which 

country. On receiving a request from 

merely extracted from their library the 

started at the beginning and followed 
the instruction down each sheet until 

were no pictures and you had to work 
out your ETA yourself.  

One thing that has gone full circle is 
fuel. For many years, the only fuel for 
domestic cars and lorries was petrol, 
initially just petrol and then over the 

improving performance year by year 
and previously unheard of figures for 
consumption. Now the diesel is the 

of its prohibition from town centres, 

higher city charges, et al. So, back to 
petrol. Or is it electricity? Or both?  

Are you looking for something to help 

your community?  If so, then join us at 

MENDIP COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 
 We operate from  

  

STREET, WELLS, AXBRIDGE, CHEDDAR,  

BRIDGWATER and BURNHAM On SEA  

and currently are looking to recruit 

VOLUNTEER CAR DRIVERS 
to support our Hospital Car Service in both 

MENDIP & SEDGEMOOR AREAS 

FOR AN APPLICATION FORM OR MORE DETAILS PLEASE 

RING JULIE HOTCHKISS on 01749 880613 

. 
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Forthcoming BADAM Events – 2018 

[All indoor evening events will take place at St. John’s Church Hall, St. John’s Road, 
 

Updates on all future events will be posted on the BADAM website. 

Tuesday, 13th February.  The Associates’ Session will follow a talk by Mary 

Monroe about horses on the road and why they react as they do to traffic.  

BADAM. 

Tuesday, 13th March.  Group Annual General Meeting.  The speaker will 
be Eddie Ruskin talking about his ‘End to End’ drive from Lands End to John 
O’Groats in one day in June 2017.  Further details of the AGM are on pages 
3 and 8 to 10 of this issue. 

Please note there will be no separate Associates’ Session on this occasion. 

Tuesday, 10th April.  There will be a talk on an aspect of advanced driving by 

which will be especially relevant for Associates and which will replace the normal 
Associates’ Session. 

Moore who is a coroner.  This will surely bring home to us the impact of what 
can sometimes go wrong on the roads. 

committee member beforehand. 

 
meeting is organised, details will be in the next issue of Advance, 171, and 
on the website. 

Gallagher who is our Young Driver Ambassador. He will be talking about his role 
 

drivers started.  

‘Associates’ Session’ is scheduled, or a meeting is of special relevance 

should attend each of these essential and informative sessions. 
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PLEASE NOTE 

The views expressed in this Newsletter are those of the authors and are not  

necessarily shared by the Committee of the Bath & District Group of Advanced 

Motorists, nor by the Institute of Advanced Motorists. 

Due acknowledgement is made whenever material is taken from other sources.  

BADAM keeps names and addresses of members on computer to assist in Group 

administration.  This information will not be passed outside the IAM. 

BADAM may from time to time publish photographs taken at group events in  

Advance and on the website or display them at publicity events. 

If you have any concerns or wish to opt out of having your photograph taken or  

published by BADAM, please write to the Secretary (details on page 2) and request 

an acknowledgement in writing. 

 
Printed by Stationery Plus, Unit 1, Curtis Centre, Kingdom Avenue, 

Northacre Industrial Park, Westbury, Wiltshire BA13 4EW. 


